
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PSYCHOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 725 

with this in view. Dr. Sachs contributes such a study of the brain 
of a child two years old. Besides simplicity of flssuration, etc. , there 
were found, on microscopical examination, scarcely any pyramidal 
cells, either large or small, in normal condition. The author is of 
the opinion that the changes were those of simple arrested develop- 
ment, not those caused by inflammation. The cause of the arrest is 
not assigned, but the fact that the mother was thrown from a car- 
riage during pregnancy, though she was uninjured, is not to be left 
out of consideration. 

Somnambules Zeichnen. Gtjstav Gessmann. Sphinx, August, 1888. 

This paper, originally communicated to the Psychologische ffesell- 
schaft, of Munich, presents the case of a somnambulic artist and 
gives two reproductions of his work. The artist is a young man of 
the better class, and has frequently been observed, it is said, by 
noted physicians of Vienna and practiced observers who testify to 
the genuineness of his state while making the drawings. His glance 
at these times is peculiar ; his right arm is stiff and cold and fre- 
quently convulsed as in cramp. This continues several minutes, 
when, suddenly snatching paper and pencil, he begins to draw. He 
generally makes heads or landscapes of a weird or mystical charac- 
ter. He draws rapidly, apparently not sketching an outline, but 
hatching the surface over with tangled zigzag lines in which the 
picture gradually takes form. A head which is reproduced, and by 
the way would answer well for Lear in the storm, was made in an 
hour and ten minutes of constant work. The other reproduction, of 
allegorical significance and hardly to be described, took three hours. 
In it there is certain lettering which can be made to spell out the 
stanza : 

" Mensch lebe fromm, 

Es ist so Gottes Wille. 

Er lenket stets die Welt, 

Wenn auch in aller Stille." 

According to his own account this picture was produced under the 
influence of a dead painter named Seleny, who has also communi- 
cated to him at a later sitting much about its signification, which, 
however, would not be of interest without the picture. The editor 
of Sphinx notes the similarity to the paranoiac designs in the last 
number of this journal. 

Traumatic Insanities and Traumatic Recoveries. Selden H. Talcott. 
Am. Jour. Insan., July, 1888. 

This paper, which was among those read before the association of 
Asylum Superintendents, in May, gives two cases of insanity and 
two of recovery traumatically caused. The first case is interesting 
psychologically. A lad of eighteen fell twenty-six feet, striking the 
back of his head. He was unconscious for a few hours, but only in 
bed one day. He had dull pain for a time at the base of the brain 
and down his back ; this, however, was gone at the time of his com- 
mitment to the asylum, and he seemed otherwise physically sound. 
In the six weeks previous, however, he had spoken only two or 
three words, though he could converse easily in writing. He wrote 
that all spoken words sounded to him like noise without meaning. 



726 PSYCHOLOGICAL LITEBATUBE. 

He could hear, but not acutely. He was committed in consequence 
of an attack upon his mother made during a passionate outburst. 
At the asylum he was put to bed to try the effect of quiet. He 
shortly began to complain again of headache. This rapidly became 
intense. In the midst of it, however, like one waking from sleep, 
he looked about and asked where he was and conversed rationally. 
The headache decreased, and after due time he was discharged well. 
Of the six weeks of his sickness he had no memory whatever, 
though he was clear as to events before and after it. The second 
case was a woman who developed mania from a cranial fracture 
after eighteen years. The third was lastingly and rapidly cured in 
a seventh attack of mania by a fall on his head received in some of 
his antics, and for the fourth, a blow on the head from a fellow- 
patient had the same happy effect. 

On Paralysis by Exhaustion. Ch. Fere (Paris). Brain, July, 1888. 

Dr. Fere 1 gives two cases of paralysis due to exhaustion. The first 
was a blacksmith who, by two hours of extra work, brought on right 
hemiplegia, most marked in his arm. He was not, as far as could 
be found out, of neuropathic stock, but as a child had had nocturnal 
tremors and chorea. He was slightly anaemic, but without structural 
defect. When examined he was found anaesthesic on the right side 
— most so in the arm, the position of which he could not tell in the 
dark. In walking he dragged his foot. The visual field and the 
acuteness of the right eye were reduced, but there was no color 
blindness. The knee-jerk was increased. There was a certain 
hysterical element in the case, and the trouble was diagnosed as func- 
tional. The patient recovered with tonic treatment. The second 
case was a somewhat anaemic young woman of neurotic family, who 
brought on left hemiplegia by nine hours of practice at the piano. 
She had some power of movement in the upper arm, but little in 
the forearm and fingers ; could not stand on the left leg with eyes 
closed, and dragged her foot in walking. The knee-jerk was normal. 
There was some anaesthesia of the leg, and the forearm was insensi- 
ble to contact, pinching and temperature. The position of the hand 
and fingers could not be told with the eyes closed. In both cases 
the dynamometer showed increased power on the well side, which 
declined as the injured side recovered. A similar thing has been 
noticed in hypnotically suggested paralyses. In organic hemiplegia, 
on the contrary, the well side generally shows a concurrent decline. 
Dr. Fere notes this as a possible distinction between the two. In 
these two cases, and in others cited, an " idea " has played a part, 
but one secondary to the exhaustion, just as in a hypnotic subject 
the suggested idea of paralysis is more quickly taken up if it follows 
some depressing suggestion, or a therapeutic suggestion is more 
effective after one of increased vitality. 

Insanity and the Gore of the Insane. Clark Bell. Bead before the 
Medico-Legal Society of New York, March 9, 1887. 

Inaugural Address of Clark Bell as President of the Medico-Legal 
Society of New York, January 10, 1888. 

The first section of the first of these papers collates between forty 
and fifty definitions of insanity, to which the author finally adds 
his own. He speaks next briefly of the history of asylums in the 



